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THIS MONTH’S MEDITATION SCRIPTURE: But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may

proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light... 1 Peter 2:9

For this month, | am pulling a piece from the archives, but too long ago. | first published it in
the July 2014 newsletter. For those of you who have been added to our recipient list since
then, | trust you will benefit from the article, and be blessed.

I Am Not a Gay Christian

There is a new brand of Christians which has made its way to the forefront of the great gay
debate in the past few years. They call themselves gay Christians who have their own network
called the Gay Christian Network. Quoting from their website, www.gaychristian.net, “Founded
in 2001, the Gay Christian Network (GCN) is a nonprofit Christian ministry dedicated to building
bridges and offering support for those caught in the crossfire of one of today’s most divisive
culture wars. Our membership includes both those on Side A (supporting same-sex marriage
and relationships) and on Side B (promoting celibacy for Christians with same-sex attractions).”
Side A believes Father blesses same-sex marriages, while Side B believes celibacy is more in line
with Father’s will. Personally, and for the record, | would lean more towards Side B because of
its stance on celibacy. But that’s really not why I’'m tackling this topic today, or why | would
choose not to affiliate myself or Abba’s Delight with this network.

What would absolutely prohibit me from identifying with either group is the fact that they have
found and majorly declared their identity to be in their sexual preference. | find the use of the
adjective “gay” not to be Biblically sound—not because the word “gay” is not used in the Bible,
but because there is no support in Biblical text for such a description of a Christ follower.
Rather, Biblical text calls for Christians to separate ourselves in all ways from that which has
kept us in sin. By our actions, as well as mentally, physically and verbally.

As a born-again believer, | learn to become more perfectly conformed to the image of Jesus, the
Word of God made flesh. If | then identify myself as a gay Christian, | am branding myself with a
name and identity that Father neither meant for me to have, nor that He has Biblically
authorized. The fact is, there is not even one portion of Biblical text that approves homosexual
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acts. Those who support same gender sexual behavior, | believe, have taken passages out of
context not considering the entirety of what Scripture has to say about living a life of holiness,
in an attempt to conform the Bible to their feelings and attractions, rather than holding their
feelings and attractions in obedience to the Scriptures.

Paul tells us, “Therefore from now on we recognize no man by what he is in the
flesh...Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away;
behold, new things have come. 2 Cor 5:16a,17. If | am a new creature in Christ, why would |
ever want to take on an identity for myself that is contrary to His life in me? That would be
counter-productive to becoming more perfectly conformed to the image of Jesus. Therefore, |
train myself to think in agreement with the Scriptures, speak things that are in agreement with
the Scriptures, and act in ways that are only in agreement with the Scriptures. To me, this
leaves no room for taking on a gay Christian identity. This brings up another interesting
thought!

Have you ever heard any believers identify themselves as depressed Christians? Or slothful
believers? Or fear-filled disciples? I’'m sure there are many Christians who suffer depression, are
slothful and live in fears of all kinds, but you don’t see them identifying themselves in those
ways or making declarations to justify/build their identities around those issues. There would
seem to be a significant amount of deception in taking on identities that move us away from
being more perfectly conformed to the image of Jesus, rather than closer to it.

Maybe in my walk | have been fortunate in my understanding of where my identity lies. | knew
instinctively my same-sex attractions were not in line with Father’s design for human sexuality
as set forth in the Word. | never wanted to take on a gay identity. There was never a time when
| thought hooking up with guys was an OK thing with God, whether for relationships or just for
sex. So | learned early the importance of having my mind renewed; and the power words have
that we speak; and that my true identity is in Christ and not in my sexuality, career, roles as
husband or father, or anything else.

When it came time to come clean with my wife about my attractions and the behaviors I'd
engaged in, she knew immediately this was not who | was. As she has described it, she had seen
the man of God | was, how | pursued my relationship with Him. Paraphrasing her, this sin had
leeched itself onto me, and we just needed to figure out how we were going to get it off of me.
That was 21 years ago when | began my healing journey.

| read an article last week called, “Love Wins: The Shifting Landscape on LGBT Issues in the
Evangelical Church.” (LGBT=Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) The article was written by Rod
Snyder, who is the President Emeritus, Young Democrats of America. (I just tried to post the
link, but you know me and cyber-stuff! It was July 22nd on www.huffingtonpost.com). Of
himself he says, “Im a gay Christian from a conservative family fighting for a progressive cause.”
| recommend the article, although there is much to disagree with in it. There were some good
and truthful points in it as well. What was glaring to me, though, was the beginning of the title
“Love Wins...” As | read through the article in its entirety, | was looking for something specific in
what he might say about love, since he declares himself to be a Christian. | was looking for any
indication of how we express our love for God. As it turns out he means how we love one
another—gay-to-gay and straight-to-gay.



In one of the article’s section-titles called “Love wins,” Snyder writes, “One of the recent
rallying cries for the LGBT movement has been ‘Love is love.” One of the most common phrases
in Christianity is ‘God is love.” Everyone is pushing the Love agenda but not enough of us are
practicing it. Love means listening more and yelling less. Love means pausing long enough to
consider another perspective. Love means making an effort to get to know someone from a
dissimilar background. Love means taking risks and stepping outside of what’s comfortable.
Love means being willing to face criticism for ceding an inch to the other side.”

And for me, this is where the biggest deception of all comes in. Everyone will forever talk about
learning to love each other, and the different ways to go about doing that, but what about our
love for God? “We love Him because He first loved us.” (1 Jn 4:19) And Paul writes to the
Corinthian believers that nothing will ever separate us from His love: nothing we can do or say,
nor any identity we can attach to ourselves. Nothing. Our primary charge is to love Him in
return. We express that love in our obedience to Him. Jesus fulfilled the Law and summed it up
by saying for us to love the Lord our God with all of our heart, soul and mind; thus declaring
love to be the greatest commandment. Jesus also said in John 14:15, “If you love Me, you will
keep My commandments.” Yet another time, Jesus spoke to the Pharisees saying, “For | did not
speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me commandment,
what to say and how to say it. And | know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore, the
things | speak, | speak just as the Father has told me.” John 12:49,50. Jesus instructs us to love
the Father the same way He loved Him, by being obedient to His Word. Jesus did not reinvent
or reinterpret Father’s message, but that is exactly what is being done by those who justify
their same-sex love relationships. The article omits obeying God as our primary charge from our
Father in our days on earth conforming to the image of Jesus. Rather, Snyder goes right to the
gay Christian’s entitlement to love the way they want to love and hope Father will bless it.
Reinventing and reinterpreting God’s Word to fit our feelings is one way we “worship and serve
the creature rather than the Creator,” as Paul wrote to the Corinthian church.

So, how do | identify myself as a Christian as it relates to my same-gender attractions? | am an
adopted son of the Most High God, a brother to and co-heir of King Jesus, saved by His grace for
good works towards building His Kingdom. | am dying daily to my flesh, and the sins that so
easily beset me (of which homosexual lust is one). And | am daily being more perfectly
conformed to the image of Jesus.

Responses From You

From a ministry supporter in IN: Keep it up, Daniel!
Upcoming Ministry Meetings
Family & Friends Group: Tuesday, May 26, 2015; Tuesday, June 9, 2015; Tuesday, June 23, 2015

Overcomers Group: Thursday, June 4, 2015 CANCELLED (for Hope for Wholeness Conference);
Thursday, June 18, 2015




Upcoming Ministry Events

June 3-7, 2015 Hope for Wholeness National Summer Conference. Hope Rising: Masterpiece
In Process. Ridgecrest Conference Center, Black Mountain, NC. www.hopeforwholeness.org to
register for the Conference, and www.ridgecrestconferencecenter.org to register for meals and
accommodations. Daniel Mingo is one of the General Conference Speakers and will present a
workshop on Sexual Purity.

July 9-12, 2015 Aldersgate Renewal 2015 www.aldersgaterenewal.org Lexington Convention
Center, Lexington, KY. Daniel will be exhibiting Abba’s Delight Ministry and will be presenting
two workshops: one for men on sexual purity called “Listen Up Guys: How's That Working For
You?” and one for women called “Let’s Talk Ladies: Wisdom for Understanding the Men in Our
Lives.”

Saturday, September 19, 2015 Symposium on Biblical Sexuality in the Black Church. Forest
Baptist Church, 4500 Petersburg, Rd., Louisville, KY

October 5-7, 2015 Association of Certified Biblical Counselors (ACBC) Annual Conference 2015
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY Abba’s Delight is a Bronze Sponsor of this
event. This Conference is open to the public.

There is still time to register for the Hope for Wholeness Conference—Hope
Rising: Masterpiece in Process. Here is the link to a promo video | recorded for
the event. http://www.hopeforwholeness.org/hfw-conference-details/ Scroll
down to the videos and look for me.

Ongoing Prayer Requests

As always, we covet your prayers for our ministry to grow, financial support to increase, to
move forward proclaiming freedom to the captives, and that churches would open their doors
to Abba’s Delight. Please pray for our ministry participants, our Family & Friends Support
Groups, our meetings, our conferences, events at which we sponsor and exhibit, our Board of
Directors, and most importantly that many lives will be touched by the Holy Spirit to draw
closer to Jesus, seeking freedom from their bondage. Please pray that church leaders and
congregations will awaken to the necessity of being Biblically prepared with wisdom and God’s
love to face head-on the growing numbers of those in our congregations who are being
impacted, either directly or indirectly through a loved one, by homosexuality and the ever-
increasing acceptance of gay life in our culture.

If you do not wish to receive the Abba’s Delight Ministry Newsletter any longer, please let me know. If you do wish
to continue to receive it, please be certain to put our email address in your address book, so that this mailing does
not go to your spam, and report to your carrier. Thank you.

Now unto Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to make you stand in the presence of His
glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, dominion and authority before all time and now and forever. Amen. Jude 24-25
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