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THIS MONTH’S MEDITATION SCRIPTURE: For the time will come when men will
not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will
turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths. 2 Tim 4:3,4

In this month’s featured article, | have obtained permission from Joe Dallas to reprint a
piece he wrote recently. It echoes the sentiments I've been crying out to the church about for
years. “Joe Dallas' ministry in sexual addiction recovery and homosexuality is nationally
recognized. He is the author of The Game Plan, The Men's 30-Day Strategy for Attaining Sexual
Integrity (Thomas Nelson), and Program Director of Genesis Biblical Counseling in Tustin,
Orange County, California.”

Newsong Church: In Tune or Off Key?

In the screwball comedy classic Bringing Up Baby, Cary Grant, dressed in a woman’s bathrobe,
jumps up and down shouting, “I’ve suddenly gone gay!” He could have been speaking for a
growing number of congregations today.

The latest case in point is Newsong Church of Santa Ana, CA, a high visibility Orange County
congregation who sponsored a day-long conference last weekend called “A Stirring.”

Described as “Conversations About Loving and Including Gay Christians”, it advocated a
relatively new interpretation of the Bible which legitimizes homosexuality. The speakers
claimed that Gay and Christian are compatible, that the conservative church needs to
reconsider its stance and legitimize same sex marriage, and that people involved in homosexual
relationships should be welcomed to participate in the life and leadership of all churches.

| was approached by some who attended, and they expressed surprise that a church like
Newsong, widely considered to be Bible believing and solid, had sponsored such an event.

News, Yes. But New? No.

But to many of us, this is more disappointing than stunning. The pattern’s showing itself
everywhere, so the headline “Local Evangelical Church Now Declares Itself Gay-Friendly” is
getting to be business as usual. San Francisco’s City Church, a Reformed congregation and the
largest Evangelical church in the Bay area, just revised its policies to accept practicing
homosexuals as members. Gracepoint Church of Franklin Tennessee, a mega church also
identified as Evangelical, announced in January its policy change from rejecting to
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now supporting gay marriage. And citing a “nudge from Jesus”, Vineyard Christian Fellowship
Pastor Ken Wilson now_endorses and performs same sex weddings in his Ann Arbor Michigan
church.

A Vineyard Church, a Reformed Church, Evangelical Mega-Churches —who’d have thought? And
how should we respond?

“The Fault, Dear Brutus, Lies Not with the Gays, But With Ourselves”

Not that you really need someone to tell you, but let me say it anyway: gays aren’t our
enemies. They’re not the problem, and they’re certainly not to blame for these trends. Most of
them are just living their lives as our friends, co-workers, family members, and fellow citizens.
Yes, they have an agenda, and it’s similar to ours. They want to pay the bills, live safely, work
hard, enjoy their lives. So if we love our neighbor, we love them. Case closed.

But the gay rights movement is another matter.

Movements aren’t as reasonable as individuals. They have ambitious goals sprung from deep,
passionately-held platforms, and because members of movements often consider their goals to
be more important than concepts of fair play, respect for other opinions, or “live and let live,”
they tend to be intractable. The cause trumps everything else, the righteousness of it justifying
relentless effort and winning at any cost.

Exhibit A: The Gay Rights Movement, made of both heterosexual and homosexual people who
view the universal approval of homosexuality as the end goal, and the Body of Christ as the
prize. They sincerely believe that the normalization of homosexuality, bi-sexuality, and
transsexualism is the only legitimate state of affairs for an enlightened culture, and that any
disapproval, for any reason, is unacceptable, and must be seen as a modern form of bigotry
paralleling Jim Crow racism.

When the committed aggression of the modern gay rights movement confronts the doctrinal
weakness and moral timidity of the modern church, an image of knives and butter comes to
mind.

The Movement is smart enough to see the Church’s role in this issue as critical, mobilizing its
vast resources to promote, infiltrate, propagandize, and punish the few courageous enough to
dissent. Our churches, meanwhile, wonder if it's worth addressing, wring their hands over its
complexity, and form endless committees to determine the feasibility of responding to Goliath.
And as we sit wondering what to do, he’s quite willing to accept the ground we’re surrendering,
and to devour the sheep we’re sacrificing in the process.

The AWOL Evangelical Voice

So the question really isn’t “Why are evangelical churches doing pro-gay seminars?” Rather, it’s
“Why aren’t more evangelical churches doing Biblically based seminars on the subject?”

Why aren’t we offering something for the parents in our own congregations whose sons and
daughters are announcing to them that they’re gay? What aren’t we equipping the people in
our own churches who privately wrestle with homosexual inclinations? Why don’t our own high
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school and college age students know how to articulate a Biblically based response to
homosexuality, when their peers in public school are surely being equipped with a secular one?

Why, for heaven’s sake, aren’t we talking about something everyone else is talking about, and
doing so little while others seize the day and do so much?

Are there more important issues to address? Definitely. But I'm pretty sure this one cries out
for a lot more attention from us than it’s getting.

Meanwhile, the number of pro-gay churches grows, as gay bars and gay parades swell with the
expanding number of believers who gave up on resisting their homosexual desires, found few
answers within their own churches, and finally joined new ranks. Sheep gone; families
devastated; pulpits silent; sin triumphant.

And even as | want to close saying something cliché and sweet like God’s still in
control or Better days are coming, my only honest thought right now is more of a question than
a declaration:

Where are we headed with all this?

Forgive the rant. And thank you for being here. God bless you hugely this weekend.

Love,

Joe

Responses From You

From a Pastor in OH: Really appreciated reading your testimony Daniel, how God apprehended
you way-back-when. | also applaud your perseverance and for faithfully serving our Lord. So
glory to God my friend and Happy Birthday forevermore! Rooting for you...

From a brother in Louisville: HAPPY RE-BIRTHDAY DANIEL!!

From Bob, of whom | spoke in the article: Thanks for the great memories. | remember that
night too...being the day before my birthday---physically and spiritually. Made my profession at
Gardenside Baptist 2/28/68 on my 16th birthday. PTL | was so happy to be a part of that
gathering and Ben and Danny's life, as well as yours. Success stories like yours some 45 years
later are a great blessing.

From a brother in Lexington, KY: Thanks, Daniel!

From a sister in IN: Beautiful love story! Thanks for sharing.

Upcoming Ministry Meetings
Overcomers Group-Thursday, March 26, 2015; Thursday, April 9, 2015; Thursday, April 23, 2015




Family & Friends Group-Tuesday, March 31, 2015; Tuesday, April 14,2015; Tuesday, April 28,
2015

Upcoming Ministry Events

Saturday, March 28, 2015, 10:00am Radio appearance on Christian Conversation with Roy
Jackson, 94.7FM WFIA in the Louisville, KY area. Call-in show. We’'ll be talking about the
Church and Homosexuality.

June 3-7, 2015 Hope for Wholeness National Summer Conference: Hope Rising-Masterpiece in
Process. Ridgecrest Conference Center, Black Mountain, NC. www.hopeforwholeness.org and
www.ridgecrestconferencecenter.org for more information.

July 9-12, 2015 Aldersgate Renewal 2015. Presenting two workshops and exhibiting Abba’s
Delight Ministry. www.aldersgaterenewal.org Lexington Convention Center, Lexington, KY

Saturday, September 19, 2015, Symposium on Biblical Sexuality in the Black Church. Forest
Baptist Church, 4500 Petersburg Rd, Louisville, KY.

October 5-7, 2015, Association of Certified Biblical Counselors (ACBC) Annual Conference 2015
Bronze Sponsor, exhibiting Abba’s Delight Ministry

Ongoing Prayer Requests

As always, we covet your prayers for our ministry to grow, financial support to increase, to
move forward proclaiming freedom to the captives, and that churches would open their doors
to Abba’s Delight. Please pray for our ministry participants, our Family & Friends Support
Groups, our meetings, our conferences, events at which we sponsor and exhibit, our Board of
Directors, and most importantly that many lives will be touched by the Holy Spirit to draw
closer to Jesus, seeking freedom from their bondage.

Please pray that church leaders and congregations will awaken to the necessity of being
Biblically prepared with wisdom and God’s love to face head-on the growing numbers of those
in our congregations who are being impacted, either directly or indirectly through a loved one,
by homosexuality and the ever-increasing acceptance of gay life in our culture.

If you do not wish to receive the Abba’s Delight Ministry Newsletter any longer, please let me know. If you do wish
to continue to receive it, please be certain to put our email address in your address book, so that this mailing does
not go to your spam, and report to your carrier. Thank you.

Now unto Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to make you stand in the presence of His
glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, dominion and authority before all time and now and forever. Amen. Jude 24-25
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