THE FATHER'S LOVE HEALING THE SEXUALLY BROKEN
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He rescued me because He delighted in me. Ps 18:19b

THIS MONTH’S MEDITATION SCRIPTURE: The reverent and worshipful fear of
the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom, and the Knowledge of the Holy One is
insight and understanding. For by me your days shall be multiplied, and the
years of your life shall be increased. Proverbs 9:10,11

This month’s article is written by Brandon Balkovich, one of two Abba’s Delight ministry
participants who has been around for several years.

Brandon’s Overcoming Journey

August 4, 2004, is the day my journey began with overcoming same-sex attraction (SSA).
It’s hard to imagine that it was 21 years ago. | assure you it’s been a journey full of highs and
lows, ups and downs. | never thought it would take me down a path of discovery, not only
about myself, but about those around me, and of course, God.

First, God. The first step was to learn God was not some far-off distant being who was
mad at me all the time. | can’t say for certain how long it took for me to break free from that
concept, but it was some time. The relationship with my own father was like that, so how could
it be any different with my heavenly Father. The notion my heavenly Father loved me was a
totally foreign idea to me, particularly dealing with sexual sin. It took years to learn 1 John 4:8
that God is love. It also took years to learn that God loved me, but also the fact He loved me
where | was at BUT didn’t want to leave me in that condition. Changes had to be made. |
couldn’t make them on my own, | needed help. That’s where Jesus and the Holy Spirit came in.

Jesus loved me—I knew that, but | didn’t “know” that. The notion | could change my
identity from what | perceived | was—unrighteous, to becoming the righteousness of God in
Christ, had to take place. Learning | could be called something other than the label the world
placed on me was a huge task. The word ‘process’, a term | still choke on, was the key. A
caterpillar to a butterfly means going through a process—a major change. Well, | didn’t get the
way | was overnight, so | wasn’t going to renew my mind that way either. UNFORTUNATELY!

Now the Holy Spirit came into it. Prompting me to read God’s word, listen to CDs, be
faithful in church attendance, and most of all being in community with other like myself who
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wanted to see God change their lives for the better. As hard as a person can try, you cannot do
this on your own. You’ll fail miserably if you think you can. Being in the Overcomer’s group
sure helped and is still helping me know that | can be who God created me to be. To see other
guys want God’s best for their lives give encouragement to keep on chugging along, but it’s God
who does the changing from the inside out.

Now for those around me. | said earlier that my dad and | didn’t have a great
relationship. That’s true. | had to face the fact | couldn’t blame my dad or my mom for what
happened to me. | couldn’t get back the years we lost. The biggest discovery was that hurting
people hurt people. My dad lost his dad at age 5. | had to learn that my dad had no model of
fatherhood to go by. How could he be a good dad when he didn’t have one himself? As for my
mom, the family dynamic she came from with mental illness in her mother made for a mess in
her own life. Put the two together, plus a false pretense for marriage, and it’s no wonder my
own family was a recipe for dysfunction. My parents got divorced when | was 8. Here it is:

Strike one—a broken home
Strike two—no male figure in my life
Strike three—an alcoholic and promiscuous mother

It’s no surprise | turned out the way | did. Add to it that when | did see my parents
together all that turned into was physical violence and verbal abuse. Little did | know that all |
went through as a kid would only make me stronger later.

It's amazing that God really does take out pain and turn it into something great if we're
willing to turn it over to Him at some point. Beauty for ashes! WOW! Still learning that one.

My parents did the best they could with what they had. Bitter? No. Angry? Not
anymore. Blame? There’s plenty to go around. What I’m trying to say is, there’s no one reason
or person that shapes our way. My parents loved me. They loved my two sisters. When Christ
isn’t part of our life, the way of the world takes over. The learning and grieving process about
my family continues.

It's been 8 years since my dad passed and over 40 since my mom. | still have my two
sisters, and thankfully we three are pretty tight. | don’t know what I'd do without them. God
has helped me learn to love better each day. Understanding John 13:34,35, “A new
commandment | give you, that you should love one another. Just as | have loved you, so you
too should love one another. By this shall all men know that you are My disciples, if you love
one another.”

Now for the big one—myself. 21 years is a long time. Am | totally free from SSA? No.
Do I want to be? Yes. | prayed and begged and pleaded with God to take this from me.
Countless times | asked to be “normal.” You know what? He didn’t take it away and He won’t.
If the great apostle Paul could pray 3 times to remove the thorn from his flesh, and Father God
said His grace was sufficient, how could | expect to be told any different? Yes, He's delivered
and set free alcoholics and drug addicts, and healed people instantly, but if He didn’t give each
of us a thorn of some sort, we would have no need of Him. | don’t want to be self-sufficient or
independent. | need Him. We ALL need Father God! No matter what we face we all need Him.



| haven’t always been faithful to Him. There have been some falls over the years. Some
pretty big ones where my sobriety is concerned. I'm not proud of it, believe me. But...He was
always willing to forgive me and take me back if my repentance was sincere. “For a righteous
man falls seven times and rises again, but the wicked are overthrown by calamity.” Prov. 24:16
| could’ve thrown in the towel numerous times. I'm still here! It’s only by God’s grace and
mercy | walk the path H has for me. Each day | become more grateful for what He has done in
my life. A life I'm going to live out until He calls me home.

Responses From You

From a brother in Christ: Hello Daniel: Powerful testimony!! | had a similar experience and
now, 50 years later | am waiting to say, “l am sorry” and ask for forgiveness. Someday soon, |
hope.

From one of my former pastors: Thanks Daniel. Good newsletter. The amends story is
awesome. Thanks for sharing.

From a former Board Chair for Abba’s Delight: Daniel, Thank you for sharing this story. Praying
for you and for the ministry this morning. You and Fran are loved by our family. We miss you
both! God is helping us in our new assignment. I'm thankful to say that we are seeing some of
the fruit that we were praying and believing would be born by our move. Blessings upon you
and Fran.

Upcoming Ministry Meetings
Overcomers Group: Thurs, Aug 28, 2025; Thurs, Sep 11, 2025; Thurs, Sep 25, 2025

Ongoing Prayer Requests

New Participants for Overcomers Group and new online lay-counselees ® Ministry Finances e
Open doors to churches, so pastor and staff can be effectively equipped ® Those currently being
served by Abba’s Delight ministry’s Overcomers group and online lay-counselees ® Continued
freedom to operate ministry in KY. Continued speaking engagements

If you do not wish to receive the Abba’s Delight Ministry Newsletter any longer, please let me know. If you do wish
to continue to receive it, please be certain to put our email address in your address book, so that this mailing does
not go to your spam, and report to your carrier. Thank you.

Now unto Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to make you stand in the presence of His
glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, dominion and authority before all time and now and forever. Amen. Jude 24-25



